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Poultry Reception Sees Record Turn-Out
Poultry farmers and industry partners
from across the country converged with
federal Members of Parliament, Senators and
government staffers in Ottawa on March 25th
at the Joint Annual Reception hosted by Turkey
Farmers of Canada, Chicken Farmers of Canada,
Egg Farmers of Canada and the Canadian
Hatching Egg Producers.
With a focus on quality Canadian poultry
products and the importance of supply
management to a strong, stable and self-reliant
poultry sector, the reception provides an annual
opportunity for industry representatives to
garner support for Canadian poultry farmers
and the system that benefits farmers, processors,
consumers and taxpayers alike.
Minister of Agriculture, Gerry Ritz, addressed
the reception, congratulating the industry on its
TFC
dedication and reaffirming the government’s
N EGerry
W S Ritz
L E (fourth
T T E Rfrom left) is flanked by (from left to right): Farm
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food,
commitment to keeping supply management Products Council of Canada Chairman, Laurent Pellerin; TFC Chair, Mark Davies; Chicken Farmers of Canada
and its three pillars intact.
Chair, Dave Janzen; Egg Farmers of Canada Chair, Peter Clarke; and, Canadian Hatching Egg Producers Chair,
A short video explaining supply management Jack Greydanus at the 2015 poultry reception on March 25, 2015.
and combating some of the misperceptions
about the system played on a continuous loop for attendees (see excerpts below).
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Farmers talk supply management with MPs and Senators at Ottawa event in March

Spring Meeting Notes
Turkey Farmers of Canada’s 41st Annual General Meeting was held on March 26, 2015, in conjunction with the Agency’s 241st Meeting from March
25 -26th in Ottawa.
th

241st Meeting Highlights

Annual General Meeting Highlights

•

Upon review of current market conditions and January 2015
storage stock levels, commercial whole bird allocation for 2015/16
was set at 72 Mkg, down 1 Mkg from the preliminary allocation
set in November.

•

TFC Chair Mark Davies opened the meeting by noting the success
of the Agency’s 40th anniversary celebrations in 2014 and thanking
all who have made contributions to the organization since it was
proclaimed into being in 1974.

•

Directors mandated the Turkey Market Advisory Committee
(TMAC) to prepare a recommended year-end storage stock target
level for whole birds for the next TFC meeting in June.

•

•

The 2016/17 Commercial Allocation Process Timetable, which
sets deadlines for processors to submit their further processing
requests, was approved. Tasks and responsibilities remain the
same, while the timeline itself will begin one week earlier than
in previous years.

Farm Products Council of Canada (FPCC) Chairman, Laurent Pellerin,
addressed members, highlighting FPCC’s strategic direction and
focus on targeted improvements to the supply management
system. He also took the opportunity to acknowledge FPCC Vice
Chairman and former TFC Chair, Brent Montgomery, who was at
the meeting, and who will be concluding his final term in April
2015 after eight years with the Council.

•

Directors approved an amendment to the TFC Export Policy,
designed to ensure that production exported meets the provisions
of the Policy.

Colleen Gallagher, Principal of Robinson, Lott and Brohman, LLP
and TFC’s Finance Administrator, Mabel Seto, led a review of the
2014 Auditor’s Report and Year-End Financial Statements.

•

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Chair Mark Davies also thanked
FPCC Vice Chairman Brent Montgomery for his years of dedication
to the Canadian turkey industry and Canadian agriculture, in
general.

•

•

To ensure consistent administration of the TFC Multiplier Breeder
Policy across provinces and improve coordination between
Provincial Boards and the national Agency, the TFC Board
approved a set of amendments to the Policy that take effect
beginning with the 2015/16 control period.

•

Directors approved a number of edits to the TFC On-Farm
Programs resulting from the 2014 program review process. The
edits will be incorporated into the TFC On-Farm Programs for
distribution to turkey farmers following all necessary approvals
from the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA).

•

Directors agreed to add the requirements of the Canadian
Ractopamine-Free Poultry Certification Program (CRFPCP) as
non-mandatory elements within the TFC On-Farm Food Safety
Program (OFFSP). Implementation of the CRFPCP will be dictated
by whether processors intend to export to Russia or the European
Union.

•

Following a recommendation from the TFC Research Committee,
Directors approved the revised TFC Research Strategy, which
includes updated goals and priorities, as well as activities up
to 2020.

•

The meeting closed with an invitation from the Turkey Farmers
of Saskatchewan, who will host TFC’s 242nd meeting from June
9th-11th in Saskatoon.
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TFC Welcomes a New Associate
Manager of Technical Affairs Science & Regulation
TFC is pleased to
announce that Brittany
Lostracco has joined
the Agency as Associate
Manager – Technical
Affairs – Science &
Regulation.
Brittany was formerly
an Assistant Researcher
at the University of
Guelph, specializing
in poultry science. She
takes over the role of Associate Manager – Technical Affairs
– Science & Regulation from Graham Duggan, who left the
Agency in late February.
Brittany can be reached at (905) 812‐3140, ext. 223, or by
email at blostracco@tfc-edc.ca.
Welcome to the team Brittany!

TFC Executive & Board of Directors
Following the Agency’s 41st Annual Meeting and Election of Officers on March 26, 2015, Turkey Farmers of Canada is pleased to announce the
2015 TFC Executive Committee and Board of Directors.

2015 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Bill Mailloux, Vice Chair

Mark Davies, Chair
Mark Davies of Centreville, Nova Scotia
returns for his ninth term as TFC Chair.

Bill Mailloux of Amherstburg, Ontario returns
for his sixth term as Vice Chair.

Shawn Heppell, Executive Member
Shawn Heppell of Abbotsford, British
Columbia returns for his second term as
Executive Member.

2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Shawn Heppell, BC
Anno Velthuis, AB
Jelmer Wiersma, SK

Rachelle Brown, MB
Bill Mailloux, ON
Calvin McBain, QC

TFC ON-FARM FOOD SAFETY PROGRAM©

Bertin Cyr, NB
Mark Davies, NS
Doug Hart, CPEPC

Michel Pépin, CPEPC
Mike Pietrantonio (Acting
Director), FPPAC

Turkey Breeder Module Ready for
On-Farm Implementation

Electronic Flock Sheet to be
Available this Spring

Turkey Farmers of Canada (TFC) is pleased to announce that the Turkey
Breeder Module for the TFC On-Farm Food Safety Program© (OFFSP) has
been finalized and copies of the manual have been sent to Provincial
Turkey Marketing Boards for distribution to turkey breeder farmers. The
new program is also available electronically for download on the TFC
farmer website at www.tfconfarmprograms.ca.
TFC initiated development of the new module in 2012, with a goal of
ensuring that all turkey meat and hatching eggs entering the marketplace
were covered under a HACCP-based on-farm food safety program. Prior
to publication, the module underwent Technical Review by the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency (CFIA), a process which determined the program
is technically sound in that it promotes safe food practices, is consistent
with the principles of Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP),
and meets federal, provincial and territorial regulatory requirements.
TFC has provided specialized Turkey Breeder Module training to OnFarm Program auditors and additional guidance materials will be prepared
for turkey breeder farmers to facilitate on-farm implementation in the
coming months.

A new electronic version of the Flock Information Reporting
Form (Flock Sheet) has been developed by Turkey Farmers of
Canada (TFC) and Chicken Farmers of Canada (CFC).
Pilot tests were conducted in collaboration with a number
of Provincial Boards over the course of the winter to ensure the
electronic form is easy to use, with the release of the final version
to all turkey and chicken farmers expected this spring.
Hard copies of the Flock Sheet will remain available and farmers
will have the choice to switch to the electronic version or continue
using paper copies.
The electronic Flock Sheet will come with detailed instructions
on how to complete the form and create a digital signature. The
form can then be sent to the processor via email, or be printed
and faxed. It is important that farmers check with their processor
prior to sending the form electronically to ensure the correct email
and processes are used.
The Flock Sheet is a record that communicates information on
flock health, as well as vaccine and medication use, between the
farmer and the processing plant, to demonstrate food safety and
fulfill regulatory requirements by the Canadian Food Inspection
Agency (CFIA).

The Turkey Farmers of Canada (TFC) would like to thank Agriculture
and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) for its funding contribution under Growing
Forward 2, used towards the development of the Turkey Breeder Module of
the TFC On-Farm Food Safety Program©.
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Market Insight 
Spring Market Report
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) have recently released crop production
forecasts for the coming year.
Final 2014 and forecast 2015 production for the major feed grains, wheat and oilseeds are shown in the following tables for both Canada and the
400 to 381 million tonnes, from 403 million
United States. Combined North American production of the four major feed grains is expected to decline
in 2014. Soybean production is also expected to decline to 110.6 million tonnes from 113.8 million in 2014. Canola production, most of which is
350
Canadian, is forecast to rise slightly to 17 million tonnes.
Sorghum
300
Oats
In arriving at their forecasts for the coming year, the USDA and AAFC noted the following:
250
Barley
•
Planted area for major field crops in the U.S. is projected to decline
•
Canadian barley plantings
are expected to increase by 9% from
200
Corn to normal
over the next several years as supplies rebound from low levels
2014-2015 to 2.6 million hectares due to a return
150
in recent years and prices decline for most crops.
seeding conditions in the West.
•

After record U.S. corn yields and production in 2014, planted area
for corn in the U.S. is expected to decline to 88 million acres (35.6
million hectares) in 2015, down from 90.9 million (36.8 million
hectares) in 2014.

•

After a very difficult 2014 harvest season in Eastern Canada, AAFC
expects the area planted to corn to increase400
by 6% to 1.3 million
hectares, due to lower area seeded to winter wheat. Chatham
prices will be supported by the low value of350
the Canadian dollar.
300
Canadian wheat plantings (excluding durum) are expected
to increase marginally to 7.9 million hectares
250 for 2015. A 4%
increase in plantings of spring wheat will be mostly offset by a
200 because of the
33% decrease for winter wheat, which declined
late harvest in the East. The increased area150
for spring wheat is
mainly due to parts of Manitoba and Saskatchewan that were
100
not planted in 2014 due to excessive moisture.

•

100
U.S. soybean plantings are expected to decline slightly to 84
million acres (34 million
50 hectares). With the outlook for increased
soybean production in South America, soybean meal is forecast
0
to trade for $295 US/tonne
in the 2015/2016 crop year, down
US
Canada
from $350 in 2014/2015.

•

•

Canadian soybean plantings are expected to increase by 4% to
2.4 million hectares.
70
Sorghum
•
Canadian canola plantings are expected to increase by 2% to 8.4
60to attractive prices relative to other crops.
million hectares, due
Oats
Barley

50

Corn

40
30

50
More detailed information can be found at www.ers.usda.gov and at www.agr.gc.ca.

10

0
US

Major Feed Grain Production Forecast

Wheat Production Forecast

U.S. and Canada – 2015/2016
Millions of tonnes

U.S. and Canada – 2015/2016
Millions of tonnes

400
Sorghum

300
250
200

Oats
Barley

40

Corn

0

30
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Canada
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40
20
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Canola

60

0
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Canada
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20

100

0 Oilseed Production Forecast
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Trade Update
World Trade Organization (WTO)
After a breakthrough last fall between the United States and India,
the WTO General Council adopted three decisions in late November that
many hoped would put the Organization’s work back on track.
These decisions covered:
1. The post-Bali work program (updating the December 2013 Bali
Ministerial Declaration);
2. A decision on trade facilitation, including adoption of the Trade
Facilitation Agreement (TFA); and,
3. A decision on public stockholding for food security in developing
countries.
With a July deadline for finalizing the work program to guide the Doha
Development Agenda (DDA) forward, members have intensified their
efforts and reportedly begun to engage more substantively. According to
officials, most delegates seem to have embraced the idea of approaching
the talks by looking at what is doable, rather than trying to advance the
package as a whole. In this vein, many have begun to explore alternative
approaches and a number of ideas on how to simplify the negotiations
have emerged.
While the tone of the discussions may be more positive, wide differences
in opinions on how to move the DDA forward persist, particularly in
agriculture. Since the 2008 economic crisis, the U.S. and other developed
countries have called for the talks to take into account the new realities
of the global economy, which has seen emerging countries reaping the
benefit of world trade and becoming huge subsidizers. On the other end
of the spectrum, developing countries (and particularly emerging ones
such as China and India) insist on resuming discussions based on the
2008 draft agriculture modalities text (Rev4) – this is not an acceptable
starting point from a TFC perspective, given the implications for market
access and over quota tariffs.
The differing views have been most apparent in the negotiating group
meetings, where disagreements on domestic support programs, market
access and how to manage the tariff cut formula in both agriculture and
NAMA (Non-Agricultural Market Access) continue to complicate the talks.
With wide gaps remaining and all 160 members of the WTO possessing
the power to block a potential pact (as India did with the TFA in the fall),
Canada’s Agriculture Minister, Gerry Ritz, has reportedly abandoned all
hope that the Doha Round will be completed in the near future.
“I don’t think I’ll see it in my lifetime,” he was quoted as saying in The
Western Producer on March 12th. “I’ve been to too many meetings where
everybody talks a good deal but nobody moves, nobody does anything.
Everybody has a veto. You’re never going to get agreement.”
Chairs of the negotiating groups will try to advance the work in the
coming weeks in the hopes that members can meet the July work program
deadline and move toward a positive outcome by the time of the 10th
WTO Ministerial Conference in Nairobi, Kenya this December.

Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)
Given the U.S. political agenda (Presidential elections in 2016), it is
widely recognized that 2015 is the ideal window to conclude a TransPacific Partnership deal. While the U.S. continues to push extremely hard
to expedite the negotiations, however, continuing talks between the U.S.
and Japan, and a delay in the introduction of a Trade Promotion Authority
(TPA) bill in the U.S. Congress have sapped considerable momentum
from the TPP talks.
Despite reports of significant progress and optimism at the last two
TPP rounds in December 2014 and late January (which some attributed
to a sense that TPA was poised to move in U.S. Congress), reports coming
out of the latest round in Waikoloa, Hawaii from March 9th-15th were
notably less enthusiastic. According to industry and government sources
attending the round, many countries (including Canada) are reluctant to
give ground on sensitive issues until TPA is moving and it becomes clear
that the negotiations are in their final stretch.
Issues of specific concern to supply management (i.e., tariff negotiations,
provisions regarding import state trading enterprises, cheese standards,
and the so-called cheese annex) remain end-game issues and have not
yet been discussed.
The delay in TPA, which may not be approved until May, will likely
postpone the timetable for the next Ministerial meeting, meaning a TPP
deal will not be concluded before the summer.
Sources have repeatedly pointed to Canada as a primary source of the
stalled negotiations for requiring congressional passage of TPA before
making major concessions at the TPP table. Others have pointed out,
however, that Canada is not the only TPP country worried about the lack
of TPA, and that others appear to be hiding behind Canada because it is
most vocal on this point.
In a televised interview on March 12th, Prime Minister Stephen Harper
acknowledged that Canada faces difficult choices in the talks and is doing
its best to protect national interests.
“We have difficult choices in this one. We have some areas where
obviously we see great advantages for Canada but others where there
will be challenges.”
For more details on trade negotiations, read the Geneva Watch newsletter,
published regularly at turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca/international trade.
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CPRC Research Update
By Bruce Roberts, CPRC Executive Director
Poultry transportation has been
a topic that has drawn increased
interest from producers and the
public over the past few years.
The Canadian Poultry Research
Council (CPRC) co-funded a $1.2
million project with a number
of industry and government
organizations in 2007 titled
Engineering, animal welfare and
meat quality considerations of
broiler transportation in a heated
and ventilated vehicle. Temperature
and humidity levels in commercial
transport vehicles are highly
variable, which can expose some
or all of the birds to undue stress.
Previous research at the University
of Saskatchewan demonstrating
this variability has led to the
development of a prototype broiler
transport trailer with active heating
and ventilation capable of much
better environmental control than
in the commercial trailers currently
used. The purpose of the project
was to measure and compare
differences in temperature and
humidity between the prototype
and commercial trailers in a range
of environmental conditions typical
of Canadian winters. The effects of
temperature and humidity extremes
on the welfare of the bird were also
examined.
The research was completed
in 2012. Researchers found that
extreme levels of temperature and
moisture had an impact on bird wellbeing and meat quality. Mitigating
these negative impacts will require
strategies that avoid temperature
extremes and remove excess
moisture. Dr. Crowe’s data suggests
that supplemental heating may not
be required, even on the coldest
days. Results of the study were

summarized in the CPRC Update in
the January 2013 edition of Canadian
Poultry Magazine.
Dr. Crowe is extending his
research to turkeys as part of the
Poultry Science Cluster, co-funded
by industry and Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada’s Agri-Innovation
Program, part of Growing Forward
2, in a project titled The influence
of extreme temperature on turkey
physiology, welfare and meat quality.
The objective of this project is to
investigate the effects of extreme
exposure to temperature, age and
gender, and transport duration on
turkeys during simulated transport
using the environmental test
chamber located at the University
of Saskatchewan Poultry Centre. The
project was divided into two phases
to allow the examination of both
temperature extremes. The first phase
investigates how turkeys respond to
exposure to cold temperatures with
controlled humidity. The second
phase of the experiment explores
the relationship between humidity
and exposure to warm temperatures.
To understand the impact of
transport duration, the turkeys will be
exposed to the test chamber for eight
hours to replicate longer transport
time. Feed withdrawal can also
influence the results, as depriving
turkeys the ability to consume feed
during transport forces the birds to
switch from an anabolic to a catabolic
state, making the birds rely on the
breakdown of tissues to meet their
energy requirements.
Results of this research will be
made available to industry as data is
collected, analyzed and disseminated
as part of the Poultry Research
Cluster.

CPRC, its Board of Directors and member organizations are committed to
supporting and enhancing Canada’s poultry sector through research and
related activities. For more details on these or any other CPRC activities,
please contact: the Canadian Poultry Research Council, 350 Sparks Street,
Suite 1007, Ottawa, Ontario K1R 7S8, Phone: (613) 566-5916, Fax: (613) 241-5999,
Email: info@cp-rc.ca, www.cp-rc.ca.
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Looking Back, Looking Ahead
By Ron Bonnett, CFA President
An excerpt from the 2015 President’s address to the CFA Annual
General Meeting, February 24th
Thanks to the hard work of CFA member organizations,
the Board of Directors and CFA staff, CFA witnessed positive
advancements impacting farmers on the ground and the
organization over the past year.
Valuable work was done through our special issues
committees – one of CFA’s main vehicles for policy
development. We started looking ahead to the next generation
of agricultural policy. CFA’s Agriculture Policy Framework
Planning and Analysis Committee began its work to identify
issues in the current suite of BRM programs and survey what
producers would like to see in the next agriculture policy
framework. We met with the Deputy Minister at Agriculture
and Agri-Food Canada to discuss our work on the file, and we
will remain engaged with department, including providing
recommendations into their mid-term review.
Several labour issues dominated the agriculture sector over
the past year. The CFA’s Active Risk Management Committee
conducted a study which identified labour issues as one of the
top challenges facing the Canadian agriculture industry today,
and has been working closely with the Canadian Agriculture
Human Resource Council (CAHRC). CAHRC brought the
agriculture and processing sectors together to revise a labour
action plan, and CFA has been working with them to update it
given the changes to the Temporary Foreign Workers Program.
Much of 2014 was about strengthening our partnerships
with other industry groups. The Canadian Agri-Food Policy
Institute’s (CAPI) research on the processing sector sparked a
dialogue between the CFA and Food and Consumer Products
of Canada. Following a productive joint session between
our Board Directors, a commitment was made to work on a
common agenda to improve the long-term success of our
sectors.
CFA also welcomed two new members – the Canadian
Sheep Federation and the Canadian Ornamental Horticulture
Alliance. We are certainly pleased to have them as part of our
organization and look forward to their valuable input around
our table.
2015 has been and will continue to be focused on the ‘big
picture’ of what is needed for our sector. An upcoming federal
election and the review of the next generation of agricultural
policy will call for our membership to come together to deliver
the messages important to Canadian farmers. As a federation,
we need make sure we have strong, clearly articulated positions
so that there is no misunderstanding in government of what
the needs of farmers are.
Here’s to continued progress and working together towards
an even stronger CFA and Canadian agriculture industry!

Springing into Action with
TFC’s BOGO Challenge
After successful campaigns
during the 2014 Thanksgiving
and holiday seasons, TFC
re-launched its Buy
One, Give One (BOGO)
campaign this March,
running into early
April.
The spring BOGO
challenge encouraged
Canadians to purchase
two turkeys before Easter
or Passover, keeping one for
their family’s celebration while
giving the other to their local food bank.
An excellent source of protein and a cornerstone of family
celebrations, turkey is a highly sought-after donation at food
banks across our country.
Visitors to both turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca and tastyturkey.ca
saw messages encouraging them to participate in the BOGO
challenge. On social media, TFC began a conversation that
continued throughout the month’s campaign, with many
organizations and individuals contributing their support.

Check Out
Our New
Look!
TFC will launch an updated
and redesigned version
of its corporate website
turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca this
April. The site will be supported
by a more modern technology
platform to allow for longer
operational life and increased
TFC administrative capabilities.
It has also been optimized for
viewing on desktop, smart
phone and tablet displays.
Be sure to check it out!

Social Media
at a Glance
8,958
Likes

combined

3,022
Followers

94,411
Video views
237
Followers

“I wish the Turkey Farmers could hear the thankyou that we get when we give out one of their
turkeys. Our clients tell us how nice it will be
to serve something different to their families
and how many meals they can get out of a
turkey as compared to a pound of hamburger.”
– Humboldt and District Food Bank
Saskatchewan

TFC to be Title Sponsor of 2015 Food Bloggers of Canada Conference
After sponsoring the annual Food Bloggers of Canada (FBC) conference for the past two years in a row, TFC is pleased to announce that
we will be one of two Title Sponsors at the 2015 conference to be held in Montreal in late October. The announcement was made by FBC in
mid-March with an enthusiastic and hearty response from bloggers across Canada.
The other Title Sponsor will be Canadian Lentils, an excellent complement to Tasty Turkey!

“We’re thrilled to announce and welcome our two
#FBC2015 Title Sponsors, @CDNLentils & @TastyTurkey!”
Last year, the online conversation in the week around the conference alone resulted in 16 million twitter impressions from 4,000 tweets,
with many of those tweets highlighting the title sponsor. In addition, over 1,100 photos were posted to Instagram during the weekend
conference event.
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APEC Ministers Responsible
for Trade Meeting
Boracay, Philippines
apec.org

QQ April 22-23, 2015

QQ June 2-3, 2015

London Poultry Show
London, Ontario
westernfairdistrict.com

Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) Forum
Paris, France
oecd.org/forum

QQ May 5-6, 2015
Canadian Livestock Transport Conference
Calgary, Alberta
livestocktransport.ca

QQ May 21, 2015
Further Poultry Processors Association of
Canada (FPPAC) Annual General Meeting
Toronto, Ontario
fppac.ca

QQ June 10-11, 2015
TFC 242nd General Business Meeting
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
info@tfc-edc.ca

QQ June 17-19, 2015
Canada’s Farm Progress Show
Regina, Saskatchewan
myfarmshow.com

@

n a da. c a

First Semester International Poultry
Council (IPC) Conference
Rome, Italy
internationalpoultrycouncil.org

ofca

QQ May 23-24, 2015

e rs

QQ April 15-17, 2015

TFC’s 2014
Annual Report
is now available
online

f ar

m

Upcoming Events

y
t ur k e

PLUME

Goes Digital
Did you know you can sign up to
receive Plume by email instead of by
regular mail?
Get your industry news faster and help
save paper by emailing your name
and postal address to info@tfc-edc.ca
with the subject line PLUME.

tfconfarmprogRams.ca
created for Canadian turkey farmers
Log-in for:
•

Up-to-date industry news and announcements via the TFC Eye on the Industry newsletter and Agency bulletins.

•

All components of the TFC On-Farm Food Safety Program© and Flock Care Program©.

•

Research Notes and Info Sheets on important farm and industry issues.

•

Detailed information on poultry diseases and flock health.

Go to www.tfconfarmprograms.ca and click ‘REGISTER NOW’ for your unique username and password.
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