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Celebrating Agriculture’s Connection
to 150 Prosperous Years
2017 marks the 150th anniversary of
Canada's confederation. While technology
has advanced; knowledge has grown and
there are increased pressures to feed a
growing world, one thing remains the same:
agriculture is an important part of the fabric
of Canada. Agriculture is not just about
Canada's past success; it will be a highly
significant contributor to a prosperous
future.
Throughout 2017, TFC will be working to
celebrate the ongoing positive impact of
our sector. To kick the celebrations off, on
March 22nd, the poultry and egg sector
celebrated our industry's contributions and
role in building and sustaining a prosperous
Canada.
The Turkey Farmers of Canada, Chicken
Farmers of Canada, Egg Farmers of Canada

and Canadian Hatching Egg Producers
welcomed Members of Parliament, Senators
and government officials to this year's Joint
Annual Reception (JAR) held at the Château
Laurier in Ottawa.
"This annual event highlights the
collaboration and commitment of the
poultry and egg industry to stand together
to engage our federal government," said
Mark Davies, Chair, TFC. "We are an important
part of Canada's agricultural success story
and we work together to advance and build
a stronger future for our sector, Canadian
agriculture and consumers."

positive contributions from the farm to
consumer, and highlight the essential role
supply management plays in a growing and
sustainable country.
With 2017 expected to have a larger focus on
trade, the reception provided an ideal time
to share how poultry and egg producers,
under a supply managed system, ensure
consumers have access to a reliable supply
of safe, high-quality products at reasonable
prices all year round.

The Honourable Lawrence MacAulay,
Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food
recognized the ongoing contributions and
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150 years. Throughout the event, members
of the industry were able to share their

Members of the poultry and egg sector
celebrated at the Joint Annual Reception in
Ottawa on March 22, 2017.
(From left to right) Jack Greydanus, Chair
of CHEP; Mark Davies, Chair of TFC; The
Honourable Lawrence MacAulay, Minister
of Agriculture and Agri-Food; Roger Pelissero,
Chair of EFC; and Benoît Fontaine, Chair of
CFC.

Spring Meeting & AGM Notes
Turkey Farmers of Canada’s 43rd Annual General Meeting was held on March 22, 2017, in conjunction with the Agency’s 249th
Meeting from March 22nd - 23rd at the Fairmont Château Laurier in Ottawa, Ontario.
249th Meeting Highlights
•
The 2018/19 Commercial Allocation Process Timetable was approved encompassing the canvassing of individual
processor and further processor requirements for the period.
•

By-Law #1 was amended to include the addition of an Ex-Officio Observer member to the TFC Executive Committee.
This is a new position to be activated by a decision of the Board only as circumstances warrant, as it is not a permanent
position on the Executive Committee. The creation of this position is part of an ongoing focus at TFC to ensure succession
of leadership positions over time.

•

Regarding the 2017/18 Control Period:

o
		
		

The allocation for the whole bird market was set at 66.0 million kilograms, representing no change from 2016/17;
this is the second consecutive year that allocations would be lower than what would be considered normal in 		
order to address a burdensome inventory of consumer pack whole birds.

o
		
		

The commercial allocation for the further processing market was set at 82.8 million kilograms, a reduction of 2.5 		
million kilograms from 2016/17. The year-over-year reduction is due to an overall industry concern about high 		
inventories of boneless breast meat and over 11 kg whole birds.

•

The supporting rationale has been submitted to the Farm Products Council of Canada (FPCC) for approval, prior to the
beginning of the control period.

•

In regard to Antimicrobial Use (AMU), the office has been tasked with a number of work items including continued
engagement with the TFC AMU Working Group. The Working Group includes very broad-based representation from the
sector and has struck its mandate: To make recommendations on a plan forward, for the responsible use and reduction of
use of antibiotics in the Canadian turkey industry, taking into account the marketplace, bird health and welfare, on-farm
practices, and sustainability of the industry. The office will also engage with the TFC On-Farm Programs Committee.

•

The Board was also updated on the Flock Care Program updating that will be undertaken within the National Farmed
Animal Care Council’s Animal Care Assessment Framework, which will engage a diverse range of stakeholders including
farmers, welfare scientists, veterinarians, welfare groups, auditors, association staff, retail, foodservice and processors
representation.

43rd Annual General Meeting
Chair, Mark Davies, addressed TFC’s 43rd Annual General Meeting and highlighted a number
of issues and opportunities from 2016 that will also continue to be of importance in 2017.
•

TFC continues to focus on growing the awareness and acceptance of Canadian
turkey with consumers. 2016 marked the launch of the new Canadian Turkey
brand. Engaging the end consumer and ensuring that turkey is always top of
mind is critical for the long-term success and sustainability of the sector.

•

The Canadian turkey industry continues to enhance its programs, standards and
practices to ensure turkey farms are on the leading edge of production with
respect to food safety, quality, and animal care.

•

With an increased focus on international trade, the sector must continue to review trade
agreements to understand the potential impact to Canada's supply management
system. TFC has and will need to continue to collaborate with fellow agricultural
organizations to be strong advocates for supply management.

The Chair’s full report can be found in TFC’s 2016 Annual Report at turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca/publications.
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TFC Executive & Board of Directors

Following the 43rd Annual General Meeting, Turkey Farmers of Canada is pleased to announce the Executive Committee and Board
of Directors.

2017 Executive Committee

Mark davies
chair

DARREN FERENCE
Vice chair

Calvin McBain
Executive Member

brian ricker
ex officio observer member

Nova Scotia

Alberta

Québec

Ontario

Rachelle Brown, Manitoba
Brian Ricker, Ontario
Calvin McBain, Québec

Bertin Cyr, New Brunswick
Mark Davies, Nova Scotia
Doug Hart, CPEPC

2017 Board of Directors
Vic Redekop, British Columbia
Darren Ference, Alberta
Jelmer Wiersma, Saskatchewan

Michel Pépin, CPEPC
Keith Hehn, FPPAC

Engaging Consumers
One year ago, TFC embarked on an exciting and necessary journey to enhance the awareness and the recognition of turkey with Canadian consumers. Just nine months since the launch of Canadian Turkey, the reaction and
the engagement of consumers from across the country has been outstanding.
Through a variety of targeted campaigns, TFC has activated bloggers and consumers in
learning more about the beneficial attributes of turkey; trying tasty new recipes; and
spreading the word through their own social network.
Consumer outreach has been conducted through the development and
distribution of over 40 new, original pieces of content, including recipes, videos
and blog posts. With increased engagement on social media in 2016, Canadian
Turkey received over 97M impressions (# of times the content was viewed) and
conversations are continuing throughout 2017.
In 2016, there were over 430k visits to canadianturkey.ca/
dindoncanadien.ca, and TFC increased its number of followers
by over 6K across all of the social media channels.
During the course of 2017, TFC will continue to increase its
focus on consumers to ensure that turkey is top of mind every
time consumers step into their local store.

Have you joined the conversation?
See what consumers are saying; try a new recipe or share the latest news with your family, friends and acquaintances. Follow us now:

facebook.com/CanadianTurkey
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twitter.com/Cdn_Turkey

youtube.com/CanadianTurkey

pinterest.com/CanadianTurkey

Robust Biosecurity Program is Key
Migrating wild birds have different patterns and migration
timing. During migration, large numbers of migrating birds will
aggregate at certain locations, and they may be attracted to farm
fields. As the volume of wild birds increase in your area, your risk for
exposure to avian influenza virus increases. The best prevention for
avian influenza is a robust biosecurity program. Reduce the risks by
following biosecurity guidelines every day to stop disease from flying,
walking or rolling into your flock.

•

Especially during periods of wild waterfowl migration, it is highly
recommended that turkeys be housed indoors to reduce the risk of
transmission of avian influenza.

•

Reduce the risks
by following
biosecurity
guidelines EVERY
DAY to stop disease
from flying,
walking or rolling
into your flock.

The TFC On-Farm Food Safety
Program© (OFFSP) includes
mandatory and highly
recommended elements that
can help reduce the risk of avian
influenza entering your flock, and
it encompasses the biosecurity
elements of the National Avian
On-Farm Biosecurity Standard.

•
•
•

•
•
•

Ensure visitor and farm personnel biosecurity protocol is
followed as outlined in the TFC OFFSP.
Keep your farm-specific disease/emergency response plan
up-to-date.
Avoid non-essential entries to your farm premises and barns,
and limit travel to other poultry farms.
Maintain an effective pest control program and avoid contact
with wild birds. This includes screening of all windows, vents
and other barn openings.
Avoid sharing of equipment with other farms, or ensure it is
cleaned and disinfected between farms.
Closely monitor flock health, including mortalities, feed and
water consumption, and abnormal bird behaviour.
Immediately consult your veterinarian in cases of unexplained
mortality or flock illness.
Submit mortalities for testing. If avian influenza is suspected
or confirmed, immediately inform your Provincial Board office
and a CFIA district veterinarian.

With spring just around the corner, now is an ideal time to once again
review the biosecurity guidelines. For more information, please visit
turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca/on-the-farm/avian-influenza-just-thefacts.

TFC Staff Update
Welcome Celia!
TFC is pleased to announce that Celia de Grave has joined our team as Manager‐Consumer
Communications.
Celia brings a vast array of experience in communications, marketing and events through
her past roles at AdFarm and Monsanto, and most recently as Account Manager‐Communications for Synthesis Agri‐Food Network.
In 2016, TFC launched Canadian Turkey, an all-new brand initiative, designed to highlight
the nutritious, premium quality turkey meat Canadian farmers provide for consumers. In this
role, Celia will help advance TFC’s brand and promote Canadian Turkey through ongoing
consumer relation’s management and social media outreach.
Celia can be reached at (905) 812‐3140, ext. 223, or by email at cdegrave@tfc‐edc.ca.
Welcome Celia!
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Trade Update
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
With the collapse of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement, due
to the withdrawal of the United States, the Trump administration has
announced its intent to renegotiate the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA), which includes Canada, the U.S. and Mexico, and
withdraw from that agreement if there are not improved terms for the U.S.
As has been widely reported, President Trump has repeatedly cited the U.S.
trade deficit, specifically with Mexico, as a reason to renegotiate NAFTA.
It is not clear when the renegotiation of NAFTA will commence. The new
U.S. Trade Representative, Robert Lighthizer, has yet to be confirmed to
his position by the U.S. Senate. Also, the Trump administration is required,
under Trade Promotion Authority (TPA), to provide Congress with 90-days
advance notice. It is during this 90-day period that Congress can provide
input into the negotiation objectives.
Regarding how the negotiations will be structured, trilaterally between
the three countries or through three sets of bilateral negotiations, is also
unclear at this time. It is likely that the structure of the negotiations will
be driven by the issues to be negotiated.

Key Canada and U.S. Trade Statistics:
• The U.S. goods and services trade surplus with
Canada in 2015 was $11.9 billion (in U.S.
dollars), which consisted of:
o U.S. services trade surplus of $27.1
billion.
o Goods trade deficit of $15.0 billion.
• In the case of agriculture, U.S. exports to Canada
totaled $24.0 billion in 2015; with imports
from Canada totaling $22.0 billion, for a net
U.S. agricultural trade surplus of $2.0 billion.
• Canada is the largest agricultural export market
for the U.S.
Source: Office of the U.S. Trade Representative

From the TFC perspective, Canada already provides significant access to the U.S. under NAFTA. In the case of live and eviscerated
turkey meat, the access level is equal to 3.5% of the current year’s domestic turkey production quota. For an array of higher valued
further processed retail ready items, such as TV dinners, these products are not subject to import control and can enter Canada
quota and tariff free. In 2016, Canada imported U.S. turkey meat products valued at $34.4 million, of which 40% consisted of higher
valued further processed items.
Canada-European Union Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA): On the EU side, the European Parliament
successfully ratified the CETA agreement in February on a provisional basis. This means the agreement can enter into force on July
1, 2017, provided the Canadian government implements the necessary domestic legislation, which is anticipated to occur before
the summer recess.
Canada-China: On March 4, 2017, the Canadian government launched a public consultation on a possible free trade agreement with
China, which is Canada’s second largest export market for agricultural and seafood products after the United States. Although this
negotiation provides the opportunity to strengthen Canadian agricultural trade relationships in Asia, China is a major agricultural
exporter. China is Canada’s third largest supplier of agriculture and seafood products, after the U.S. and Mexico, and is the world’s
fifth largest chicken meat exporter.
World Trade Organization (WTO): There is no progress to report at this time on the agricultural negotiations leading up to the
December 2017 Ministerial Conference (MC11) in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Although a strong push is anticipated on new rules to
reduce trade- distorting domestic support (i.e., government subsidies) and on a permanent solution to the food security needs of
developing countries, there does not appear to be any momentum at the moment.
The Trump administration has yet to name a U.S. ambassador to the WTO and has expressed a clear preference for bilateral
negotiations rather than multilateral deals. This lack of attention by the U.S. to the WTO, on top of the fact that there is currently
no WTO Chair for the Agricultural negotiations, are likely contributing factors to the current malaise.

For more details on trade negotiations, read the Geneva Watch newsletter, published regularly
at turkeyfarmersofcanada.ca/industry-information/international trade.

5 PLUME Spring 2017

Market Insight 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) and the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) recently released the crop production and price
forecasts for the coming year.
Final 2015/2016, 2016/2017 and forecast 2017/2018 production figures
and prices for the major feed grains, wheat and oilseeds are shown in the
following table for both Canada and the United States. Combined North
American production of the four major feed grains is expected to decline
to 395 million tonnes in 2017 from 429 million in 2016. North American
soybean production is expected to also decline to 117 million tonnes from
125 million in 2016.
As can be seen in the tables below, prices in the 2017/2018 crop year are expected to remain relatively steady due to high carry-in stocks.
(tonnes and CDN
$/tonne)
Feed Grains:
Corn
Barley
Oats
Sorghum
Total

U.S.

2015/2016
Cda
Total

$179
$209
$193
$173

25.2

359.0
13.0
4.7
15.2
391.9

56.1

22.2

78.3

Soybeans
Canola
Total

106.8
1.3
108.2

6.4
18.4
24.7

113.2
19.7
132.9

Soybean Meal
Production

49.2

1.5

50.7

Wheat (x Durum)

345.5
4.7
1.3
15.2
366.7

13.6
8.2
3.4

$/t

U.S.

2016/2017
Cda
Total

386.8
4.3
0.9
11.7
403.8

13.2
8.8
3.1

$225

$440
$509

$/t
$170 - $190
$160 - $180
$185 - $205
$162

25.1

400.0
13.1
4.1
11.7
428.9

62.9

24.0

86.8

118.7
1.4
120.1

6.5
18.4
24.9

125.1
19.8
145.0

50.5

1.5

52.0

U.S.

2017/2018 Forecasts
Cda
Total

357.1
4.0
0.9
9.2
371.2

12.9
8.0
3.3

$215 - $235

$445 - $475
$505 - $535

$/t
$175 - $205
$165 - $195
$185 - $215
$162

24.2

370.0
12.0
4.2
9.2
395.3

52.7

23.1

75.8

$220 - $250

110.2
1.4
111.6

6.8
18.5
25.3

117.0
19.9
136.9

$435 - $475
$490 - $530

50.7

1.5

52.2

Oilseeds:

AAFC and the USDA also noted the following:
•
•
•
•

After record yields for both corn and soybeans in 2016,
forecast lower yields for both crops are resulting in lower
production.
Planting costs and forecast prices favour an increase in U.S.
soybean acres and a decrease in corn acres.
Similar to the U.S., Canadian corn acres are expected to
decrease by 2% from 2016 with an offsetting increase in
soybean acreage.
Use of corn for ethanol in the U.S. is expected to increase
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•
•

slightly in 2017/2018. As gasoline consumption is expected
to decline in the coming years, the amount of corn used for
ethanol is expected to slowly decline, starting in 2019/2020.
A modest increase in soybean crushing is expected in
2017/2018. Due to strong demand, the cost of soybean meal
is expected to increase modestly in 2017/2018.
Canola crushing in 2016/2017 is forecast at a record high 9
million tonnes, with a similar amount forecast to be crushed
in 2017/2018.

CFA Update
CFA Annual Meeting: Farm leaders focus on growth
strategies to advance Canadian agriculture
Leaders representing Canadian farm groups gathered in
Ottawa from Feb. 22-23 for the Canadian Federation of
Agriculture (CFA) 2017 Annual Meeting to examine policy
options to better position the industry for growth. CFA
members heard keynote speeches and participated in
discussions centred on the theme Canada's 150: Our Farms,
Our Food, Our Future.

AGM speaker highlights

In an opening keynote, Agriculture and Agri-Food
Minister Lawrence MacAulay noted that his government is
committed to working with CFA and other agricultural
organizations toward the common goal of making agriculture
an even stronger sector of Canada's economy.

A panel on carbon pricing featured presentations from Dr.
Susan Wood-Baum of Alberta Innovates; Dale Beugin of the
Ecofiscal Commission; and Dean Hubbard, a producer from
Alberta.

CFA Election Results

At this year's AGM, CFA members held elections for three
executive positions. Ron Bonnett, a cow-calf producer from
Bruce Mines, ON, was re-elected as CFA President. He has
served in this role since 2011. Norm Hall a grain producer
from Regina, SK, was elected as First-Vice President, and
Marcel Groleau, a dairy producer from Thetford Mines, QC,
was acclaimed as Second-Vice President.
Read the AGM news release (www.cfa-fca.ca/2017-articles/
cfa-annual-meeting-farm-leaders-focus-on-growth-strategies-to-advance-canadian-agriculture/) to learn more. If
you weren't able to attend the AGM, the webcast video
recording is available to watch here (www1.webcastcanada.
ca/cfa-fca/archives/2017/).

Event brings farmers and urban consumers together
on Food Freedom Day

CFA president, Ron Bonnett, with Agriculture Minister, Honourable
Lawrence MacAulay at CFA Annual General Meeting.

Attendees discussed international trade concerns with
Pamela Goldsmith Jones, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Trade, who talked about progress with
the Canada-EU trade agreement (CETA) as well as other trade
negotiations.
Dominic Barton, Chair of the Finance Minister's Advisory
Council on Economic Growth, also gave a presentation. He
highlighted the council's report released last month, which
had signaled that agriculture stands out among other industries as potential source of long-term prosperity.
Among the other speakers at the annual meeting were David
Anderson, the Conservative party agriculture critic; Tracey
Ramsey the NDP's international trade critic; and Mike
Hoffort, President and CEO of Farm Credit Canada.
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Great conversations took place over a bowl of hot soup in the
middle of winter, according to the CFA executives who led
our event on Food Freedom Day, February 8th. Ron Bonnett,
Humphrey Banack and Marcel Groleau enjoyed one-onone chats with urban consumers in downtown Ottawa on
Feb. 8th, which coincided with the launch of CFA’s Canada
150 campaign.
At a one-hour "lunch pop-up" held near Parliament Hill, CFA
invited passersby to take a free serving of soup and meet
some farmers. They were offered three tasty soups made
with a variety of fresh farm ingredients - chicken noodle, beef
and barley, and lentil soup. Visitors included a broad range
of people from the area, and also attracted several MPs and
parliamentary staff. By the end of the event, 250 servings of
soup were passed out, along with interesting knowledge for
Canadian consumers on agriculture.
Read our news release and download our new
infographic by visiting: http://conta.cc/2lv60Rv.
Stay tuned for more CFA Canada 150 activities planned this
year.

Upcoming Events
April 24-26, 2017

Agricultural Institute of
Canada 2017 Conference
Winnipeg, MB
aic.ca/conferences-and-events/
aic2017/

June 1-4, 2017
Federation of Canadian
Municipalities
Annual Conference
Ottawa, ON
fcm.ca

June 4-6, 2017
CPEPC AGM & Convention
Kelowna, BC
cpepc.ca/convention2017/home.
html

April 26-27, 2017
13th Annual North American
Summit on Food Safety
Toronto, ON
foodsafetycanada.com/

June 20-22, 2017
TFC 250th General Business
Meeting
Calgary, AB
info@tfc-edc.ca

June 21-23, 2017
Farm Progress Show
Regina, SK
www.myfarmshow.com/
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Would you like to receive Plume by email instead of mail? It's fast and easy. Just email your contact information to
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